Applying It In My Life ……………Group time - 25 minutes
1. Persecution of Christians around the world is at an all time high.
Where do we see that persecution occurring around the world?
Where do you see evidence of the world’s hatred of Christ’s
followers in our community or country? What should our response
be when we are persecuted? (vv. 20-21)

BEFORE I GO
Don’t Take It Personally
•

The disciples knew that they lived in TROUBLING times.

Challenging Relationships With The World

2. How has God’s Holy Spirit helped you to find the words to speak
about Jesus in times when you most needed this kind of help?
How and where are you witnessing for Christ? Where has God
given you courage to speak up in the face of persecution?

3. Are there poor reasons to be “picked on” for being a Christian?
What would a few of those reasons be? (For example, we might
simply be overbearing and arrogant with others when we talk
about Jesus.) What can we do to avoid these kinds of errors and
focus on love and truth as we interact with those who distrustful,
critical or hateful of Christians?

•

Jesus warned His FRIENDS that they, like Him, would be rejected.

•

We are DIFFERENT – recognizing our need for God’s help and
attempting to pursue a life of righteousness.

•

We believe sin is a REAL problem.

•

Those who love Jesus have to make the HARD choice and stand
up for Jesus.

Encouragement In Difficult Times

Prayer Time …………………...…Group time - 15 minutes

John 15:18-25

•

John 15:26-27

God gave us a HELPER – The Holy Spirit of Truth.

Give thanks to the Father for caring for His followers and being the
source of life-giving strength. Thank Him for the Holy Spirit and pray
for the courage to be a witness for Christ, even in the face of rejection,
hostility and persecution.
Finish your prayer time by praying for the needs of those in your
Growth Group. Take a few minutes to share prayer requests. Ask
someone in the group to record your prayers so that in future weeks
you can see where God is answering your prayers.
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2. What reasons did Jesus give for the world’s hatred of Himself and
His disciples? (vv. 19-21) What consequences did Jesus say
would come from the hatred of the world for His followers?

Getting Started ………………..…Group time - 10 minutes
1. As you think about the early church (first century, Book of Acts),
which story of the circumstances surrounding the growth and
spread of the gospel most stands out to you? Why? In what way
was resistance or persecution part of the story? How was the
“miraculous” part of the story?

3. Jesus talked about three witnesses to His identity (vv. 26-27). Who
are the three? How does the Holy Spirit testify about Jesus? How
has the Holy Spirit testified to you about Jesus? What does it mean
to ‘witness’ and how did Jesus connect this word with the gospel
ministry?

FOR GROWTH GROUP TIME

Getting Into God’s Word ………..Group time - 40 minutes
Read John 15:18-27 (In preparation to answer questions)
1. Jesus says that we did not choose Him but He chose us out of the
world. (v. 19) What does that mean to you? In what ways has
Jesus taken the world out of you? What are the results in our lives
of being called out of the world by Jesus?

	
  

4. In this passage what does Jesus call the Holy Spirit? (v. 26) Why
did Jesus give the Spirit that title? What does it say about the
Spirit’s role as it relates to the mission of the disciples?

5. Those who followed Jesus in the first century church found
themselves in a new situation as they faced great danger and
amazing opportunities. What were some of the dangers they
faced? What were some of the opportunities God put before
them? Where do you encounter similar dangers and opportunities?

	
  

