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Our Ministry of Reconciliation
Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God,
and I hope it is known also to your conscience. We are not commending ourselves to you again
but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast
about outward appearance and not about what is in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it
is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ controls us, because we
have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that
those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was
raised.
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once
regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from
God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For
he says,
“In a favorable time I listened to you,
and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. – 2 Corinthians 5:11-6:2

Fear of The Lord
“Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others.” – 2 Corinthians 5:11
“For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, so that each one may receive
what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.” – 2 Corinthians 5:10

The Love of Christ
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“For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all,
therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for
themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.” – 2 Corinthians 5:14-15

The Experience of Reconciliation
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once
regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. – 2
Corinthians 5:16-17

But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any
belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he
went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around
him. And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting me?” And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” The men who
were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. Saul rose from
the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand
and brought him into Damascus. And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor
drank. – Acts 9:1-9

Substance of The Ministry
All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God. – 2 Corinthians 5:18-20
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. – 2 Corinthians 5:20
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Today Is the Day
“Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain.
For he says,
“In a favorable time I listened to you,
and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” – 2 Corinthians 6:1-2

3

