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The Sign of Jonah, The Sign of Easter
I.

Signs

II.

The Sign of Jonah
Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish to see a
sign from you.” But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign,
but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was
three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days
and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment
with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and
behold, something greater than Jonah is here. The queen of the South will rise up at the
judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to
hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here. –
Matthew 12:38-42
1. Is it wrong to wish to see a sign? (Matthew 12:38)
“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” –
Isaiah 7:11
And he said to him, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, then show me a sign
that it is you who speak with me.” – Judges 6:17
Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his
disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for
another?” And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and
the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them.” – Matthew
11:2-5
And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked him to show
them a sign from heaven. He answered them, “When it is evening you say, ‘It will be
fair weather, for the sky is red.’ And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for the
sky is red and threatening.’ You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky,
but you cannot interpret the sign on the times. An evil and adulterous generation
seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah. So, he left
them and departed. – Matthew 16:1-4
As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus
answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God
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might be displayed in him.4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day;
night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of
the world.” 6 Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the
saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.
8

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not
the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is
like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 So they said to him, “Then how were your
eyes opened?”11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes
and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my
sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
13

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again
asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes,
and I washed, and I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for
he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do
such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17 So they said again to the blind
man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a
prophet.”
18

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered,
“We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21 But how he now sees we do
not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for
himself.” 22 (His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had
already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of
the synagogue.) 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
24

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give

glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a
sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They
said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered
them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 And they reviled him, saying, “You
are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to
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Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man
answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and
yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a
worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him.32 Never since the world began
has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were
not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born in utter sin,
and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. John 9:1-34
“Today there is overpowering evidence for the claims of Jesus to be the unique Son
of God and the Savior. People still will not believe, and it is an insult to God to
claim that there is insufficient evidence. What kind of evidence would it take? I
sometimes say that even if God rearranged the very stars of heaven to read, “Jesus is
my Son with whom I am well pleased; believe on him” people would look at the
stars, scratch their heads, and say, “Isn’t that unusual? I wonder how the stars
managed to rearrange themselves that way.”1
2. What was the sign of Jonah? (Matthew 12:39-42)
For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the
Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. – Matthew 12:40
3. There is no greater sign of love that Jesus could ever give than to give up His life!
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. – John 3:16
III.

What Do You Say?
“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often
say about Him: “I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept
His claim to be God.” That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was
merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral
teacher. He would either be a lunatic…or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You
must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a
madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him
and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But
let us not come away with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human
teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.”2
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