The Last Sunday in Lent
Palm Sunday
INTRO: PASSION WEEK – A PAGENT ABOUT GOD’S GREAT LOVE & MERCY
I. PASSION WEEK AND PROMISES
1 On

the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day
they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 2 … There Israel encamped before the mountain, 3 while
Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying 4 “You yourselves
have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to
myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be
my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of
Israel." 7 So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words
that the LORD had commanded him. 8 All the people answered together and said, "All that the
LORD has spoken we will do." And Moses reported the words of the people to the LORD.
(Exodus 19)

Life with God: Ppromises received – promises given / covenants made – covenants kept

II. HOW GOOD ARE YOU AT KEEPING YOUR PROMISES?
A. Israel: Promise-Breakers from the first
And the LORD said to Moses, "Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the
land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. 8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I
commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and
sacrificed to it and said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!'" 9 And the LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked
people. 10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may
consume them, in order that I may make a great nation of you." (Exodus 32)
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B. Lord, have mercy!
But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, "O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot
against your people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and
with a mighty hand? 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you
swore by your own self, and said to them, 'I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven,
and all this land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it
forever.'" (Exodus 32)
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C. Israel: Promise-Breakers to the last
And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had
spied out the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, "The
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land, which we passed through to spy it out, is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the LORD delights
in us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk and honey.
9Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not fear the people of the land, for they are bread
for us. Their protection is removed from them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them."
10Then all the congregation said to stone them with stones. But the glory of the LORD appeared
at the tent of meeting to all the people of Israel. (Numbers 14)

D. Lord, have mercy!
And the LORD said to Moses, "How long will this people despise me? And how long will they
not believe in me, in spite of all the signs that I have done among them? 12 I will strike them with
the pestilence and disinherit them, and I will make of you a nation greater and mightier than
they." 13 But Moses said to the LORD, “… 17 And now, please let the power of the Lord be great as
you have promised, saying, 18 'The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
forgiving iniquity and transgression, but he will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers on the children, to the third and the fourth generation.' 19 Please pardon
the iniquity of this people, according to the greatness of your steadfast love, just as you have
forgiven this people, from Egypt until now." (Numbers 14)
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They could not keep their promises – neither can we. By rights the covenant is broken –
our situation hopeless.

III. PASSION WEEK IS ABOUT YOUR PROMISES NOT KEPT
A. How do you react when promises to you are not kept?
B. God’s mercy-filled reaction: The One who comes in the name of the Lord:
And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, "Hosanna to the
Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!"
(Matthew 21)
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C. The only solution for promises not kept: Atonement!
Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Where will you
have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?" 18 He said, "Go into the city to a certain man and
say to him, 'The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my
disciples.'" 19 And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover.
20 When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. (Matthew 26)
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D. An invitation to rejoin the covenant anew
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples,
and said, "Take, eat; this is my body." 27 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it
to them, saying, "Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
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many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that
day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom." (Matthew 26)

E. An invitation especially for promise breakers
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 31 Then Jesus said to
them, "You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, 'I will strike the shepherd, and
the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' 32 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee."
(Matthew 26)
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IV. PASSION WEEK COMPELS US TO RESPOND
A. Matthew 26:3-5 The Authorities reject Israel’s only hope for atonement:
Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high priest,
whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him.
(Mat 26)
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B. Matthew 26:6-16 Judas is offended by Jesus' claim to be our Unique Atonement:
a woman came up to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it
on his head as he reclined at table. 8 And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying,
"Why this waste? 9 For this could have been sold for a large sum and given to the poor." 10 But
Jesus, aware of this, said to them, "Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful
thing to me. 11 For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. 12 In
pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. 13 Truly, I say to you,
wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will also be told in
memory of her." 14 Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief
priests 15 and said, "What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?" And they paid him
thirty pieces of silver (Matthew 26)
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C. Matthew 26: 31-35, 56 The disciples makes promises they cannot keep
Then Jesus said to them, "You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, 'I will
strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' 32 But after I am raised up, I will
go before you to Galilee." 33 Peter answered him, "Though they all fall away because of you, I will
never fall away." 34 Jesus said to him, "Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows,
you will deny me three times." 35 Peter said to him, "Even if I must die with you, I will not deny
you!" And all the disciples said the same. (Matthew 26)
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But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled." Then all the
disciples left him and fled. (Matthew 26)
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D. Matthew 26: 37- 55 The Three fall prey to human weakness:
And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and
troubled. 38 Then he said to them, "My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and
watch with me." 39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if
it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will." 40 And he
came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, "So, could you not watch
with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak." (Matthew 26)
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E. Matthew 26:57-75 Peter turns tail and runs – at the voice of a little girl!
And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the
bystanders, "This man was with Jesus of Nazareth." 72 And again he denied it with an oath: "I do
not know the man." 73 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, "Certainly
you too are one of them, for your accent betrays you." 74 Then he began to invoke a curse on
himself and to swear, "I do not know the man." And immediately the rooster crowed. 75 And
Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, "Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times."
And he went out and wept bitterly. (Matthew 26)
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We cannot keep covenant in our own strength
V. ONLY ONE MAN KEEPS HIS PROMISES
A. Facing the Ordeal
"You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be delivered up
to be crucified." 12 In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial.
(Matthew 26)
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B. Submitting his will to the Father’s
And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it be possible, let
this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will."42 Again, for the second time,
he went away and prayed, "My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done."44
So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words
again. (Matthew 26)
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C. Emptying himself for others
Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions
of angels? 54 But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?" (Matthew 26)
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Can you not love and obey the One who so patiently loves and bears with you?
Will you not serve the One who made such costly atonement for you?

