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The Most Unlikely Convert
Acts 9:1-31

I. Introduction
“Conversion is our willing response to the gospel call, in which we sincerely repent of sins and
places our trust in Christ for salvation.” –Wayne Grudem

II. The dramatic conversion of Saul testifies to us that King Jesus has the
power to save ____________________________.

A.

King Jesus is the one who apprehended Saul
“If we asked what caused Saul’s conversion, only one answer is possible. What stands out from
the narrative is the sovereign grace of God through Jesus Christ.” –John Stott
Acts 26: 9 “I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in opposing the name of Jesus of
Nazareth. 10 And I did so in Jerusalem. I not only locked up many of the saints in prison after receiving
authority from the chief priests, but when they were put to death I cast my vote against them. 11 And I
punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to make them blaspheme, and in raging fury against
them I persecuted them even to foreign cities.

Galatians 1: 11 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not
man's gospel. 12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a
revelation of Jesus Christ. 15 But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by
his grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles

II Corinthians 4: 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. 4 In their
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but
Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ.

Brethren, we shall never preach the Savior of sinners better than when we feel ourselves to be
the sinners whom He came to save.” –Charles Spurgeon

B.

King Jesus is the one who appointed Saul
Acts 22: 9 Now those who were with me saw the light but did not understand the voice of the one who
was speaking to me. 10 And I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, ‘Rise, and go into
Damascus, and there you will be told all that is appointed for you to do.’

I Corinthians 2: 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And
I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech and my message were not
in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power 5 that your faith might not
rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
Ephesians 6: 19 and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim
the mystery of the gospel

“A sinner has a heart as well as a head; a sinner has emotions as well as thoughts, and we
must appeal to both. A sinner will never be converted until his emotions are stirred.”
–Charles Spurgeon

I Timothy 1: 13 though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received
mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16 But I received mercy
for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example
to those who were to believe in him for eternal life.

