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FRAMEWORK FOR THIS SERIES: WITHNESS1
 Jesus’ call for us to be His disciples is very similar to the call He gave the
first apostles: be with Him and be witnesses for Him. (Mark 3:14)
 There are eleven specific relationships you need to fulfill Jesus’ mission and
purpose for you.
▪ One person cannot meet all the needs of the other person.
▪ You serve in withness roles for others too.
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Series based upon Leonard Sweet’s book, 11 Indispensable Relationships

Judges 4:1-10; 12-16; 22-24 (ESV)

4 And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD
after Ehud died. 2 And the LORD sold them into the hand of Jabin king of
Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. The commander of his army was Sisera,
who lived in Harosheth-hagoyim. 3 Then the people of Israel cried out to
the LORD for help, for he had 900 chariots of iron and he oppressed the
people of Israel cruelly for twenty years.
4
Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel
at that time. 5 She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah
and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the people of Israel came
up to her for judgment. 6 She sent and summoned Barak the son of
Abinoam from Kedesh-naphtali and said to him, “Has not the LORD, the
God of Israel, commanded you, ‘Go, gather your men at Mount Tabor,
taking 10,000 from the people of Naphtali and the people of Zebulun.
7
And I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by
the river Kishon with his chariots and his troops, and I will give him into
your hand’?” 8 Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, I will go, but if
you will not go with me, I will not go.” 9 And she said, “I will surely go with
you. Nevertheless, the road on which you are going will not lead to your
glory, for the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.” Then
Deborah arose and went with Barak to Kedesh. 10 And Barak called out
Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh. And 10,000 men went up at his heels,
and Deborah went up with him.
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When Sisera was told that Barak the son of Abinoam had gone up to
Mount Tabor, 13 Sisera called out all his chariots, 900 chariots of iron, and
all the men who were with him, from Harosheth-hagoyim to the river
Kishon. 14 And Deborah said to Barak, “Up! For this is the day in which the
LORD has given Sisera into your hand. Does not the LORD go out before
you?” So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with 10,000 men following
him. 15 And the LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots and all his army
before Barak by the edge of the sword. And Sisera got down from his
chariot and fled away on foot. 16 And Barak pursued the chariots and the
army to Harosheth-hagoyim, and all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of
the sword; not a man was left.
22

And behold, as Barak was pursuing Sisera, Jael went out to meet him
and said to him, “Come, and I will show you the man whom you are
seeking.” So he went in to her tent, and there lay Sisera dead, with the
tent peg in his temple.
23
So on that day God subdued Jabin the king of Canaan before the
people of Israel. 24 And the hand of the people of Israel pressed harder
and harder against Jabin the king of Canaan, until they destroyed Jabin
king of Canaan.

“If you’re a right-handed quarterback, one of your most trusted allies
is the left tackle on the offensive line. This is your blind side, and the
best defensive linemen are put here to intimidate you. The success of
every right-handed quarterback is a left tackle named Deborah who
has his back.” (Leonard Sweet)

THE BIG IDEA

“Deborahs” have your ___________,
when you want to ______________ ___________.

 Instead of _________________ (out)…
there’s a _________________ (to __________out).

 Instead of _________________ (those _________________
places)…
there’s a _________________ (into His _________________
promises).

1 Corinthians 1:27-29 (NIV)
27
But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the
wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the
strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the
despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the
things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him.

Psalm 20:7-8 (NIV)
7
Some trust in chariots and some in horses,
but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.
8
They are brought to their knees and fall,
but we rise up and stand firm.

